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ALPINE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING   

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 @ 7:30 P.M. 

Borough Hall -100 Church Street  

 

CALL TO ORDER/ PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Mayor and Council, Borough of Alpine, convened for this Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 

27, 2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Alpine Borough Hall. The Public Announcement was read and the Pledge of 

Allegiance recited.  
In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the notice of this Regular Meeting 

held Wednesday, February 27, 2019 has met the requirements of the law by being published in The Record as part of 

the Annual Notice on January 4, 2019, posted on the bulletin board of the lobby in the Borough Hall and a copy filed 

in the office of the Borough Clerk.  This meeting was recorded in its entirety. 
 

ROLL CALL. 
Paul Tomasko, Mayor Present Vicki Frankel, Council President Present 

Michael Cacouris, Councilman Present Gayle Gerstein, Councilwoman Present 

John Halbreich, Councilman Present Laurence Shadek, Councilman Present 

Arthur Frankel, Councilman Present   

 

Staff Present on Dais: Borough Attorney Russ Huntington, Borough Engineer Perry Frenzel, 

Municipal Clerk Stephanie Wehmann 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS   None 

 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  Councilman Cacouris highlighted the report a copy of which is on 

file in the Borough Clerk’s office. 

Bank of New Jersey Current Operating Account $3,962,136.90 

 

Resolution #049: 2’2019:  2018 NJDOT Municipal Aid Program (Litchfield Way) Change Order #1 & Final 

OFFERED BY:  Councilman Cacouris SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Frankel 

 at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019 

WHEREAS, D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. (“Contractors”) entered into a contract with the Borough 

of Alpine in regards to the 2018 NJDOT Municipal Aid Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has submitted Change order No. 1, which accurately reflects 

the additions and reductions in the unit costs and original work required, as noted in Change Order No. 1 

breakdown attached; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the as-built measurements and an inspection the Borough Engineer 

requests a net increase in the original contract amount of $5,789.28 to an adjusted amount of 

$136,200.80 due to unanticipated surface and subsurface conditions and an unanticipated change in 

the asphalt index. 

WHEREAS, funds for said purpose are available within the following accounts for this purpose: 

Capital Bond Ordinance No. 776  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine that 

Change Order No. 1 for the 2018 NJDOT Municipal Program increasing the total amount of the contract 

to D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. by $5,789.28 which increases the overall contract price from $130,411.52 

to $136,200.80 is hereby approved; said approval shall be retroactive to the date of performance of the 

work, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Borough Engineer.  
VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 
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Resolution #050: 2’2019:  Approval of Bills and Claims 

OFFERED BY:  Councilman Cacouris SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Frankel 

at the regular meeting of the Alpine Mayor and Council held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

to approve the bills and claims copies of which are appended. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

Resolution #051: 2’2019:  Return of Bonds and Escrow 

OFFERED BY: Councilman Cacouris SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Frankel 

at the regular meeting of the Alpine Mayor and Council held on Wednesday, February 

27, 2019 to approve the return of the following bonds and escrow subject to review and 

approval by the Borough Engineer.  

Block/Lot Name  Type Amount 

22/2 Schwartz, Jeffrey & Iris Re-vegetation Bond $2,000.00 

  Performance Bond 10,000.00 

  Soil Moving Escrow 156.25 

  Engineering Escrow 1,000.00 

   $13,156.25 

81.08/1 Hedvat, Schowl Performance Bond $42,638.78 

  Engineering Escrow 60.31 

  Escrow for Septic 246.25 

  Re-vegetation Bond 12,045.91 

   $54,991.25 

44/6 Woodrow, Michael Septic Bond $10,000.00 

  Soil Moving Escrow $2,080.00 

   $12,080.00 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

 Tax Assessor’s Report. Report on file in the Borough Clerk’s Office. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT  The Mayor reported on the following:  

• Municipal Budget draft submitted to the Borough Auditor for review who will be present for the 

Budget workshop scheduled for March 27, 2019 at 7 PM 

• Thanks to those completing attendance of the MEL/JIF Elected Officials Class: Councilwomen 

Frankel and Gerstein, Councilmen Shadek and Cacouris, the Mayor and Municipal Clerk 

Wehmann. This earns credits to help reduce the municipality’s insurance premium.  

• State of the County address 2/27/2019 was delivered by the County Executive. He is optimistic 

they will deliver a flat budget rate however Alpine’s County rate is also dependent on our ratio.  
 

REPORTS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES   

 

Administration Department   Councilman Shadek – no report.  

 

Building Department Councilman Halbreich reported 51 scheduled inspections, 3 tree permits, 1 soil 

moving application, 6 zoning review applications. Balance of the report is on file.  

 

Department of Public Works Councilman Frankel reported remedial work was needed to make repairs in 

three COAH units after sprinkler lines froze and burst.  Restoration work included relocation of sprinkler 

heads and additional insulation was installed in an effort to prevent recurrence. The rest of the report 

is on file.  
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Fire Department Councilwoman Gerstein – statistics are on file.  

Resolution #052:2’2019:  To Approve Firefighter Application – Nicole Seidel 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein SECONDED BY: Councilman Halbreich  

at the regular meeting of the Alpine Mayor and Council held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

to approve the application for Nicole Seidel for Membership as a Firefighter in the Alpine Volunteer Fire 

Department.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

Police Department Councilwoman Frankel noted there were 22 summonses issued and 2 motor vehicle 

accidents with 1 injury. The rest of the report is on file.  

 

Resolution #053:2’2019:  Accepting the Reports of the Standing Committees 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein  

at the regular meeting of the Alpine Mayor and Council held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

to accept the reports of the Standing Committees. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION LIAISON’S REPORT Mayor Tomasko advised the Borough will be paving its portion 

of the school entry/exit way hopefully to be completed during the summer.   

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER’S REPORT Borough Engineer Frenzel distributed his report.  

• 2019 Road Improvement Program (Riverside Cooperative) Quantity estimates were submitted by 

the February 20, 2019 deadline as required. Mr. Frenzel requested a retroactive resolution 

affirming authorization.  

Resolution #054:2’2019:  Acknowledging Engineer’s Authorization to Submit Quantity Estimates for 

2019 Riverside Cooperative Road Improvement Program 

OFFERED BY: Councilman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein  

at the regular meeting of the Alpine Mayor and Council held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

authorizing Borough Engineer Frenzel’s submission of quantity estimates to the Riverside Cooperative for 

purposes of preparation of bid specifications as part of Alpine’s 2019 Road Improvement Program which 

had to be submitted by February 20, 2019.  The following roads to be included per Mr. Frenzel’s January 

31, 2019 letter: Berkery Place, Main Street, West Main Street and the Alpine Elementary School Access 

Way including Hilltop Lane. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

BOROUGH ATTORNEY’S REPORT  Attorney Doyle appeared on behalf of Attorney Huntington and 

requested a resolution to extend the cleaning contract for one month while talks continue with the Post 

Office.   

Resolution #055:1’2019:  Extension of Cleaning Services Contract 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein  

 at the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine that the Mayor and/or 

Municipal Clerk be authorized to extend the agreement with JMH Cleaning, LLC for Cleaning Services for 

the Borough Hall for a term of thirty (30) days, commencing March 2, 2019, pending a new agreement 

between the Borough of Alpine and the United States Postal Service.   

 VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein, Halbreich, Shadek         MOTION APPROVED 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  None 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  Resolutions #056:2’2019 - #062:2’2019 

Mayor Tomasko asked the current SREC value.  Municipal Clerk Wehmann advised its varies with the 

market but noted the price per SREC as of two days ago. We typically market 5-6 certificates per year. 

 

1.  Resolution  #056:2’2019:Approval of Minutes Regular Meeting January 23, 2019 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

At a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019 to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 23, 2019.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

2.  Resolution #057:2’2019 2019 Alpine Swim Club Fees 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

At this regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019 

WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance 754 provides that the Mayor and Council shall annually set the 

fees of the Alpine Swim & Racquet Club; and  

WHEREAS, the Alpine Swim and Racquet Club Subcommittee have recommended the following 

fee schedule:  

2019 Fee Schedule for Alpine Swim & Racquet Club 

    

Alpine resident, single or family $  375.00  

Closter resident, single or family $  600.00 

Non-resident, family $  950.00  

Non-resident, single $  600.00  

Non-resident discount for payment before May 1st  

 
Applies to all Non-resident memberships and Closter-resident Single 

Memberships (excludes Closter-resident Family Memberships) $  (50.00) 

Alpine resident discount for payment before May 1st None  

Alpine resident nanny addition* $  150.00  

Closter nanny addition* $  150.00 

Non-resident nanny addition* $  150.00  

    *requires documentation of proof of employment   

Guest Fees per person/per visit (over 2 years of age) $    10.00  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine adopt 

same as the 2019 Fee Schedule for the Alpine Swim and Racquet Club.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

3.  Resolution  #058:2’2019:Authorizing Sale of Solar Renewable Energy Credits (S-RECs) 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

At this regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine has certain photovoltaic equipment that generates electricity; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine has earned valuable Solar Renewable Energy Credits (S-RECs), 

in recognition of the clean energy produced by its photovoltaic equipment; and  
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WHEREAS, these S-RECs are not needed for public use and may therefore be sold as surplus 

personal property; and  

WHEREAS, S-RECs may be sold through an online auction process, pursuant to the Local Unit 

Technology Pilot Program and Study Act, P.L. 1002, c. 30 and the regulations promulgated thereunder; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Division of Local Government Services, within the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs, has approved the use of Flett Exchange, LLC, to conduct online auctions of S-RECs;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorizes the sale of its current S-

RECs through an online auction conducted by Flett Exchange, LLC, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Alpine shall publish notice of the impending sale of 

the S-RECs in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 and a certified copy of this resolution shall be 

forwarded to the Division of Local Government Services and the Board of Public Utilities.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

4. Resolution  #059:2’2019:Approving 2018 LOSAP for Closter Volunteer Ambulance Corps 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine held on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2019 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine has established a Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for 

Alpine Fire Department and has approved an Interlocal Agreement with the Borough of Closter for the 

Closter Volunteer Ambulance Rescue Corps, which services Alpine, and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine has received a certification from the Closter Volunteer Ambulance 

Rescue Corps of the annual list for the year 2018, commencing January 1, 2018 and ending December 31, 

2018 of all volunteer members who have qualified for credit under the LOSAP program, and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine has reviewed the said list and does hereby believe that the same 

should be certified. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine that the 

following named members of the Closter Volunteer Ambulance Rescue Corps have attained the minimum 

number of points and therefore qualify to receive an award for the 2018 reporting year: 

  

Amin Afshar Joseph Akselrod Donald Albelli 

A.J. Baretta Margaret Buchanan (formerly Baretta) Craig Budnich 

Laureen Dahle Walter Dankiewicz Terry DeLyon (formerly Komar) 

Brooke Glidden John Glidden James Gordon 

Ross Herbert Richard Incontro Anthony Lupardi, Jr. 

Doron Maresky Thomas Migliore Angela Pappalardo 

Vanessa Quito Eyal Reggev Mark Safran 

Maayan Shalvi Alan (Walter) Wilson  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copy of this Resolution shall be posted for a period of thirty (30) days 

on the bulletin boards in the lobby of the Alpine Borough Hall and in the Closter Volunteer Ambulance 

Rescue Corps and a copy be forwarded to the Borough of Closter.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

5.  Resolution  #060:2’2019:Introduction Ordinance #781 to Amend Certain Borough Ordinances 

and Increase Fees Under the Building and Zoning departments Relevant to Chapters 97 UCC, 103 

Driveways, 111 Fences and 177 Signs 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, held on February 27, 2019 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, in the County of Bergen and 

State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance entitled: 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN BOROUGH ORDINANCES  

AND INCREASE FEES UNDER THE BUILDING AND ZONING DEPARTMENTS RELEVANT TO  

CHAPTERS 97 UCC, 103 DRIVEWAYS, 111 FENCES, 177 SIGNS 

pass on first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until public hearing 

thereon and further consideration thereof, which hearing shall be held in the Borough Hall, Alpine, New 

Jersey on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can 

be heard, at which time and place all persons interested in said Ordinance will be heard. 

The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to publish said Ordinance in full or by summary ten days prior to 

the date fixed for further consideration for final passage together with the Notice of Hearing thereon in the 

Valley Star according to law.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said Ordinance shall be posted on the bulletin board in the 

lobby of the Borough Hall and copies shall be made available to the members of the public who shall 

request the same. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

6.  Resolution  #061:2’2019:Introduction Ordinance #782 to Amend Chapter 109-2 Police Services 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, held on February 27, 2019 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, in the County of Bergen and 

State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 109-2 POLICE SERVICES 
pass on first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until public hearing 

thereon and further consideration thereof, which hearing shall be held in the Borough Hall, Alpine, New 

Jersey on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can 

be heard, at which time and place all persons interested in said Ordinance will be heard. 

The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to publish said Ordinance in full or by summary ten days prior to 

the date fixed for further consideration for final passage together with the Notice of Hearing thereon in the 

Valley Star according to law.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said Ordinance shall be posted on the bulletin board in the 

lobby of the Borough Hall and copies shall be made available to the members of the public who shall 

request the same. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

7.  Resolution #062:2’2019: Introduction Ordinance #783 to Amend Chapter 192 “Streets and 

Sidewalks: Excavations” 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Frankel SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein   

at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, held on February 27, 2019 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpine, in the County of Bergen and 

State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND  

CHAPTER 192 ARTICLE III OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALPINE, ENTITLED  

“STREETS AND SIDEWALKS: EXCAVATIONS”  

pass on first reading and remain on file with the Clerk for public inspection until public hearing 

thereon and further consideration thereof, which hearing shall be held in the Borough Hall, Alpine, New 

Jersey on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, or as soon thereafter as the matter can 

be heard, at which time and place all persons interested in said Ordinance will be heard. 

The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to publish said Ordinance in full or by summary ten days prior to 

the date fixed for further consideration for final passage together with the Notice of Hearing thereon in the 

Valley Star according to law.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said Ordinance shall be posted on the bulletin board in the 

lobby of the Borough Hall and copies shall be made available to the members of the public who shall 

request the same. 

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 
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End of Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Tomasko noted the fire official recently hired advised he had to resign for personal reasons.  Our 

Construction Official / Zoning Officer is the Fire Official in Tenafly and has agreed to step in temporarily.  

 

B. Resolution #063:2’2019 Appointing Interim Fire Official/Inspector for a 60 Day Term 

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein SECONDED BY: Councilman Shadek 

At this regular meeting of the Mayor and Council Borough of Alpine, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey held on Wednesday, February 27, 2019. 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpine under Chapter 119 of the Borough Code established the Bureau 

of Fire Prevention pursuant to the Uniform Fire Safety Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-192 et seq., to serve as the local 

enforcing agency; and   

WHEREAS, the position of Fire Official/Inspector within the Borough of Alpine became vacant by a 

resignation for personal reasons effective immediately on February 19, 2019; and  

WHEREAS, Alden Blackwell who currently serves as the Borough’s Construction Code Official and 

Zoning Officer possesses the proper training and credentials and has agreed to serve in as Interim Fire 

Official/Inspector on an interim basis for sixty days to afford the necessary time to seek a permanent 

replacement to fill the unexpired portion of a two-year term ending 12/31/2020. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:27-203b 

and N.J.A.C. 5:71-2.1 et seq. Alden Blackwell is hereby appointed as the Interim Fire Official/Inspector for 

the Borough of Alpine retroactively to February 19, 2019 for a term of sixty (60) days until April 18, 2019 or 

until such time as a permanent replacement can be appointed prior to that date with compensation 

being the pro rata portion of the current salary for this position. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this appointment is subject to approval by the Department of 

Community Affairs and that a copy of this resolution is to be forwarded to the NJS Division of Fire Safety, 

P.O. Box 809, Trenton, NJ 08625 for that purpose.  

VOTE: Ayes: Cacouris, A. Frankel, V. Frankel, Gerstein Halbreich, Shadek MOTION APPROVED 

 

COMMUNCIATIONS: WRITTEN AND ORAL   

 

Letter Guliet Hirsch, Archer & Greiner, PC dated February 21, 2019 re: Alpine Three, LLC – distributed 

without comment 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

OFFERED BY: Councilwoman Gerstein SECONDED BY: Councilwoman Frankel 

and approved by all to adjourn the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Alpine, held on Wednesday February 27, 2019 at 7:49 P.M.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Stephanie Wehmann 

Municipal Clerk 
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